STATE OF SOUTIH CAROLINA ) BEFORL THE SOUTH CAROLIN A
INIAN ALE N ; 4% ’
COUNTY OF g HUMAN AFFAIRS COMMISSION

SHAC No. H-2-16-001
HUD No. 04-16-4491.8

Complainan,

)
)
}
)
}
]
b3 ; CONCILIATION AGREEMENT
Ashion Mill of Sumter. 1] .¢ ))

Harold Martin. District Manager )

Powers Prapartios of [ lorence, LLC )

3091 8. Cashua Driv e }

Ulerence, §C 29301 ))

Respondent,

[his compromise Coneiliation Agreement is entered into by and between (he South Carolina
Human Aftairs Commission (hereinafier “Commission™), on behalf of (hereinafer
“Complainant™). versus Ashton Mill of Sumter, LLC and Harold Martin, istrict Manager, Powers
Properties of Flarence, 1.1.¢ (hereinafier “Respondent™)

WHEREAS, a verified complaint was filed on April 1, 2016 by Complainant against Respondent
alleging o violation of the Soutl: Carolina I'air Housing Law and dual-filed with the United States
Department ol tlousing and Urban Development (4 IUD) under the Federal Fair | lausing Act, as amended,

L CASE SYNOPSIS

('omplam:ml-;ic.uiﬁcs hersellas a female and person who has been retaliated against
and therelore belongs to g ¢ ase of person(s) whom the Iajr Housing Act (“the AC ") protects from
unlawful discrimination because of sex and retaliation. The Conwplainant alleges on March 7, 2016, the
Respondent sotified her thay her lease would not be reacwed with Ashton Mil] Apartinents, The
Complainant alleges that she received her non-renewal notice after submitting an email detailing issues
regarding being wathed in on by 2 maintenance man ice. The Complainant stated that after she had
been walked in or by maintenance the firsy time, she requested (hat the maintenance man come (o her
apartment by appointnient on fy. The Complainant stated that the Respondent agreed to have maintenance
come to her apartment only by appointment. The Complainant stated that on or about the week of
February 5, 2016, (he maintenance man walked in on her again. The Complainant stated she informed the
Respondent that should » similar incident aceur 3 third time, she was gaing to call the police for unlawtul
entry. The Complainant states she believes had she been 2 male making a similar fequest to management

not to be walhed in on, the Respondent would have complied with the request and she would not have
received a nonerenewal notice,

Respondent denigs having discriminated against Complainant, but agrees (o settle the claims jn the
underlying action by entering into (his Conciliation Agreement.

WHEREAS. the Commission and (he parties hereto wish to reach g Just resolution of the
aforementioned dispute. and reach a full, equitable and final settilement of all matters arising out of the
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alorementioned complaint,
.‘\'(i\\', THEREFORE, the parties heveby agree and stipulate to the following:
15 GENCRAL PROVISIONS

Ao The terms set forth herein are contractual and not merely a recital

B The parties acknow ledge that this Agreement is a full settiement ol the disputed complaint. The
parties liereto state that they have read and fully understand the significance of the (erms set
farth erein and have executed this compromise Conciliation Agreement freels and valuntarily .
No party has been coereed. intimidated, threatened. or inany wav foreed (o bacome a party 1o
this Agreament

U, This coneiliation agreement fully ang completely resolves afl issues artsing out of SHAC Case
#H-2-16-001 /LD Case #04-16-449) g through the effective date of this agreement. The
Commission and the Charging Party will take no further fegal action with respect to, and wil]
oL initiate any action pertaining to, the facts angd events which ied to the filing of the charge so
long as the partics abide by the terms of this Conciliation Agreement.

D This Agreement, afier # has been approved by the Commissioner of South Carolina Human
Affairs Commission (SCHACY) is binding upon alf Respondents, their employees. successors
and all others in active concert with them in the ownership or operation of Ashton Mill of
Sumter, 11,

o e is understood that, purstant to Section 31-27-120 (D) of the Souzh Carolina Code of Laws
Fair Housing Law, tpon approval of this Agreemen by the Commissioner of SCHAC, it is a
public document.

[ This Agreement does DOt iR any way limit or testrict SCHAC' s authority to investigale any
ather complaim involving Respondents made pursuant to the Fair Housing Law, or any other
v within SCI IAC’s jurisdiction.

G. This Conciliation Agreement constitutes closure of the complaint 21 HUD and South Carolina
Muman Affairs Commission upon a determination that (he Complainant(s) and Respondent(s)
have complied with the terms of the Agreement,

It PROVISIONS FOR THE PUBLIC INTEREST

fnorder 10 assure that the public interest is protected. Respondent, without admitting to any
violation of the South Carolina Fajr Housing Law or Federa] Fair Housing Act, agrees to continue 1o take
such affirmative action as may be necessary to assure the climination of discriminatory housing practices
and the presention of thej; eceumrence i the futare, including, but not limited to the following:

A. Respondent agrees 1o comply with all Federal and State Housing Laws,

B. Respondent agrees Lo consistently apply its standards for acceptance and rejection of housing
applicants in an objective manner.
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(. Respondent fgrees to allow any qualificd person the right 1o purchase, rent, or OITUPY ¢
dweltling regardloss of race, color, religion, sox, handicap, familia) Staws, or national origin.

IV, RELIEF FoR COMPLAINANT

Ao The Respondent 22rees o renew the Complainant’s lease for the years 2016-2017,

B. The Complainam must cdhere 1o al| tules, as they pertain 1o the Lease Agreemean, specificaliy
the Mainterance Addendum. The Complainan: should aljoy: the maintenance staff entry into
her uair for nan-cmergency repairs,

Co Respondent agrees that there shall b2 no discrimination or retaliation of any kind agains|
Compliinan or Iy person who assisted (e Commission in the filing of this charge or in the
mvestigation of this matger,

V. RELEASE BY COMPLAINANT

A Upon complianee with gie ertus of Paragraph 1\ through liercin, Complainant agrees 1o release
and forever discharge Respondent and Respandent’s employees, agents, SUCEEssors, insurers, and
assigns from any and al claims whiclh may be raised on accoun: of the matters raised herein.

VI, BRLACH OF CONCILIATED TERMS

A. Nothing in this Agreement shall be construed to preclude the Commission and’or any agprisved
individual(s) from bringing suit 1o enforce this Agreement in the event that the Respondent fails
o perform the promises and representations contained hercig. Neither daes it preciude the
Commission from liting charges in the fuigre roncerning events occurring afler the execution of
this conciliation agreement. The Commission shall determine whether the Respondent has
complied with the terms of this agreement. In the event that the Commission det eratines that the
Respondent has not complied with the terms hereof, the Commission shall send written notice to

the Respondent and the Respondent shall be given a reasonable time period to remedy such nan-
compliance,

B. Complainant and Respandent agree that this Agreement may be used a5 evidence in a subsequent
procecding in whieh any of the partics allege a breach of this Agrecment.

ViI. REPORTING & RECORDKEE[’II\'G
Partics shall submit proalof compliance with (he terms of this Agreement to-

South Carolina Human A fairs Commissian
Fair Housing Division

Attention: Faijr | lousing Director

1026 Sumter Street, Syjte tal

Columbia, $C 29201
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